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ince 1869, the Greater Johnstown Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) has had a
large presence in the Johnstown area. What started as a one-room library in downtown
Johnstown is now large and in charge in their most recent location along Johnstown’s

Haynes Street. Over the years, the organization has undergone several moves and renovations and
they are gearing up for one more. 

S

Artist rendering of the upcoming
YMCA renovations.
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fter speaking with area Kiwanis club members about their work, one may find it
easy to find a common theme — they care about kids. The focus is to help area
youth, Johnstown Kiwanis president Fred Smith says. “It’s all about the kids.”

Smith says that the club sponsors Bishop McCort and Greater Johnstown high school
key clubs, a Johnstown Middle School builder’s club and a
West Side Elementary School student’s club. Scholar-
ships are given, sports teams are sponsored and
events are held regularly. Smith says the largest
event the organization sponsors, annually, is the
Pennsylvania Junior Miss Scholarship Program,
which, he said, is scheduled for Aug. 2 at Greater
Johnstown High School. “It’s a scholarship pro-
gram based on scholastics, talent and interviews,”
Smith says. “High school senior girls from all over the state
compete. We’ll be giving away a $10,000 scholarship.” Kiwanis club members must each
help with fundraisers to allow such a contribution to be made. A pancake sale has histori-
cally been the most profitable fundraiser. “For 55 years, it’s been our biggest,” Smith says. 

For over 20 years, on patriotic holidays, East Hills Kiwanis club members have stuck
American flags in the ground along a four-mile route, starting along Bedford Street and
ending along Scalp Avenue in Richland Township. Generally, 300 flags are displayed dur-
ing the daytime, depending on weather, member Jack Turner of Richland says. “It’s a great
patriotic gesture toward this country,” he says. “We send out fliers and people can spon-
sor a flag.”

East Hills Kiwanis president Becky Griffith says the money allows members to help kids
in many ways, one of which was hosting an Easter egg hunt at Memorial Park. Club mem-
bers also do landscaping and maintenance on the park. Much of the money goes toward
scholarship funds, book basket giveaways and a “Dial a Story” program at the Highland
Community Library. “We like to promote reading,” Griffith says. The program allows kids
to listen to a story over the phone. “We get about 500 calls a month,” Turner says.

The clubs also work to improve the area aesthetically. Years ago, a barren field lay nes-
tled between the Johnstown Expressway off-ramp and Bedford street — hardly a greeting
for those entering the city. But a collaborative effort among Johnstown, East Hills and
Westwood Kiwanis clubs changed that. Today, the former forgotten field houses a welcome
sign, a pole hanging an American Flag and an array of plants. In mid May, the groups
joined together to plant approximately 2,000 flowers.

Westwood Kiwanis member and former president Bob Rosage says the work they do is
important and worthwhile. “We all love helping the kids and beautifying the community,”
he says. “It makes it all worth your time when you see the kids’ reactions to something
you’ve done for them,” he says.  >>Brandon Zeris

]For kids
To participate in Dial-A-Story        

at Highland Community Library , 
call 

266-9700.

It’s all about the kids ... and more

THE ORGANIZATION’S current
home is turning 34 and, with age, comes
repair needs. The building has a leaky roof
and outdated temperature systems. A ren-
ovation and expansion project will fix those
issues. The expansion will add more room
to the cardiovascular suite, a therapeutic
pool building and a youth center. Renova-
tions include roof replacement, plumbing
and electrical upgrades, new interior up-
grades such as carpets and walls and im-
provements to parking lots.

The project is a result of a needs assess-
ment completed by the United Way of the
Laurel Highlands. The YMCA was going
to complete a similar assessment, but
adopted the one the United Way com-
pleted, according to executive director
Sharon Jones. The assessment concluded
that there were five priority areas for the
Johnstown area including the need to help
children and youth succeed, strengthening
and supporting families as well as support-
ing vulnerable and aging populations.
Jones said that while not every need can be
immediately met, the Y has the capability
to satisfy some needs. “There’s a lot we can
do to meet some of those needs. We need
to figure out what types of programs are
needed and what facilities are needed,” she
said. “That’s how the project came about.”

The project, officially called the 3M
Capital Campaign, will cost about $3.5
million to complete, a goal, Jones said, that
the organization is one-third of the way to.

“We’re looking at three sources of fund-
ing. First is from the community and busi-
nesses. Second is through grants and
various private foundations. Third is the
Redevelopment Capital Assistance pro-
gram. It’s a matching program. If we raise
$1.75 million through the community and
grants, the program will match that if our
application is approved.”

While the campaign will benefit current
members, Jones said it is forecasted to
bring in new members. “We’ll be able to
better meet the needs of the community.
The youth center will provide a place for
kids to hang out and there will be a com-
puter lab.”

Jones said the project is to break ground
in March 2014 and is to be finalized De-
cember 2014.  >>Crystal  Hollibaugh
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